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Editor’s notes
Welcome to the summer edition of the The Fellowship News. I hope  
everyone is well and keeping safe in these difficult times. 

It is incredible how quickly things can change with little or no warning.  
I look back to my notes from the previous edition issued on 19 February  
when I said that I was pleased to report that the committee had a full  
programme of events planned for the forthcoming period. Little did we know then what was about 
to hit us. We did manage to have the Lunch with a Speaker on the 20 February and just before the 
Lockdown the Royal Opera House visit on 12 March. Both events were well attended and the full 
reports are included within. 

Needless to say that the ‘full’ programme planned for 2020/21 has been cancelled until further 
notice. There is more about this in the message from John Abbott, our Chairman, on page 5. 

It is with great sadness that I have to report the death of our former Fellowship Chairman, Dick Side. 
Dick was instrumental in getting the Fellowship established and was Chairman of the Board of the 
Kier Group Fellowship Trust for over six years until he stepped down and was succeeded by our 
current Chairman, Neil Meixner, in 2015. Our thoughts and prayers go out to Dick’s wife, Liz and all 
his family. An appreciation of Dick’s life will appear in the next edition of KierLink. 

In this edition we have the regular features as well as a piece from Steve Jellett on things to look out 
for this summer while on your country walks. I hope you will follow Steve’s guidance and enjoy the 
nature around us.

At the time of writing we are coming out of lockdown and summer has arrived. Who needs to go 
abroad when the weather is so hot here and we have so many wonderful things to see and do here. 
There’s no place like home! 

I hope you enjoy reading this edition of the Kier Fellowship News and wish you all a happy, safe and 
healthy summer. 

Jim McCluskey

Editor’s notes | Introduction

07746 463902 
jimbo52.mc@hotmail.co.uk

Without your interest and support this magazine cannot exist. As much 
feedback as possible is always welcomed and can be directed to your editor, Jim 
McCluskey. All feedback will be taken into consideration when designing the next 
issue. Best wishes, Andrea Lorraine Designs
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NEW MEMBERS
We have two new members both from Loughton:

• Tina Kendall
• Marcelo Carlstrom.

OBITUARIES
• Brian Berrecloth: November 2019
• Fred Hutton: 27 January 2020
• Geoff Davis: 15 February 2020
• Terry Hale: 24 February 2020 (Terry worked with CSF 

from 1958 till Beazer take-over)
• Dick Side: 4 May 2020
• John Dent: 2 July 2020.
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Events | Lunch with speaker: ‘The Swinging 60s’

20
February ‘20

Lunch with speaker: 
‘THE SWINGING 60S’

We held our annual lunch with a speaker at Mulberry House 
on 20 February with 69 members, partners and guests sitting 
down for a three course lunch. As always, people arrived early 
and the bar was open for guests to enjoy a drink whist they 
chatted to friends and former colleagues before an excellent 
lunch was served by the ever reliable team at Mulberry House. Our Speaker this year was Nick Dobson. Nick is a former 

Head Librarian who, when Essex Library Service contracted, 
decided that he wasn’t ready to retire and has made himself 
a second career in public speaking fulfilling some 250 
engagements each year. Nick speaks on a diverse range of 
topics and the subject that we had chosen was ‘Swinging 
London’, an account of London in the decade that started 60 
years ago. Nick’s talk was both informative and entertaining 
and certainly brought back a few memories.

All in all, it was a very good lunch and afternoon that was 
enjoyed by all present.

John Abbott

Nick giving his talk on the Swinging 60s

Relaxing after lunch

Members listen intently to recall the 60’s

I am writing this on 1 July and wondering 
just where the first half of 2020 has gone. 
Who would have possibly guessed how 
all our lives have changed in such a short 
period of time, indeed, who would have 
thought things were going to go the way  
they have when we went to the Royal  
Opera House and Sarastro Restaurant on 
12 March. That was the last time that I  
‘ate out’ as we all went into lockdown 10 
days later.

Since then there have, out of necessity, 
been no events or meetings organised 
by the Fellowship Trust and I am now 
wondering whether it will be possible to 
organise anything for the remainder of the 
year. It is a sad thought, but could we really 
enjoy our Christmas lunch at Little Channels 
with ‘social distancing’? Would it even  
be possible?

One of the ways that we have been keeping 
in touch with friends and family over the 
past few months is using the internet. 
Whether it has been by Zoom, WhatsApp, 

Skype or Messenger we have had quiz 
nights with our friends and chats with the 
family. Carol and I have even continued with 
our regular Tuesday evening dance class in 
our lounge using Zoom. We wouldn’t have 
thought that would be possible a few  
years ago.

Something else that we would not have 
thought possible even at the beginning of 
this year is for your organising committee 
to have a ‘virtual’ meeting but, if all goes to 
plan, by the time that you read this we will 
have held our first Zoom meeting. We will be 
discussing when we think it would be safe 
to start organising further events but clearly 
this will not be until it is sensible and safe to 
do so and we will obviously be guided by the 
advice from the Government and the Kier 
Group Fellowship Trust.

In the meantime, we hope that you and your 
families stay safe and well and hope that 
it won’t be too long before we are able to 
meet and enjoy each other’s  
company again in the real world.

CHAIRMAN’S STATEMENT
A MESSAGE FROM JOHN ABBOTT ON LOCKDOWN

Chairman’s Statement | Events
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Feature article | Fabulous Seville

Back in January, in the 
depths of winter, Chris 
and I were dreaming of a 
short break in some warm 
sunshine, with good food 
and a bit of culture. After a 
few searches on the internet 
we narrowed our choices 
down to southern Spain. It 
could have been Cadiz or 
maybe Cordoba or perhaps 
even Malaga, by the sea. 
In the end we plumbed for 
Seville. And what a great 
choice it turned out to be. 
Seville had everything that 
we wished for and some.

FABULOUS
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Our hotel was in the middle of the 
old Jewish Quarter which was ideally 
placed for many of the main cultural 
attractions. The streets (more alleyways) 
were very narrow, so no traffic but they 
were very clean and had interesting 
shops, bars and restaurants.

On our first morning we decided to do 
the Open Top Bus Tour. It is a good way 
of finding your bearings in a new city 
and deciding on which sites to visit. 
Before getting on the bus we found 
ourselves outside of the main university 
building. As it was open to the public we 
had a wander around finding out a bit 
of the history and seeing some of the 
statues on display.

Following the complete bus tour we had 
some lunch in one of the many tapas 
bars near the cathedral. The weather 
was pleasantly warm at 25 and there 
was not a cloud in the sky. After our 
tapas and a couple of refreshing beers 
it was time for our visit to the cathedral.

Alcazar ceiling detail

The Jewish Quarter

Cathedral Tower – the Giralda

Cathedral Altar

The cathedral is enormous. It is the 
third largest cathedral in Europe (only 
St. Peter’s in Rome and St. Paul’s in 
London are larger) and it is the world’s 
largest Gothic church. With no less than 
80 side chapels, a huge organ, the  
tomb of Christopher Columbus and 
numerous artworks there is much to 
see and appreciate. And like many 
continental cathedrals there is no 
seating. Originally built as a mosque 
during the reign of the moors in the 
12th century, the main Gothic church 
was constructed between 1434 and 
1517 with renaissance additions later. 
The Giralda – the bell tower – was 
originally constructed as the minaret  
for the Great Mosque of Seville.

The Alcazar Palace is next to the 
cathedral. This palace dates back to the 
time when the moors ruled Andalucía 
between the 8th and the 12th century 
and much of the Islamic style and 
influence remains particularly in the 
intricate mosaic work to the floors, walls 
and ceilings. The gardens and water 
features are quite spectacular also 
with wonderful scents and perfumes 
combining with the coolness of the 
water providing a welcome respite from 
the heat of the city. The Alhambra in 
Granada and the Mezquita in Cordoba 
are other famous Moorish buildings 
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Fabulous Seville | Feature article

Plaza de Espana

Alcazar

The Golden Tower

The Real Acazar

Alcazar wall and garden

The Saints

in the region which have survived as 
reminders of the 500 years that the 
Moors ruled this part of Europe. This 
period was mainly one of prosperity as 
the Moors were generally accepting and 
accommodating rulers who allowed and 
encouraged merchants to trade many 
parts of the Mediterranean and beyond 
as well as supporting large, flourishing 
Christian and Jewish communities.

Plaza de Espana appears to be 
another Moorish landmark but was in 
fact built in 1928 as part of the Ibero-
American Exposition. The style is a mix 
of Baroque, Renaissance Revival and 
Moorish revival. It is an impressive 
building with a wide open square and 
gardens opposite. The building is now 
used to house government departments 
but also features in some blockbuster 
movies including Star Wars.

The Golden Tower was constructed 
in the 12th century as a watchtower 
in order to control access on the 
Guadalquivir River. The tower is built 
from stone and gets its name from 
the period when many of the riches 
including gold were transported from 
the Spanish colonies in the Americas 
and brought back to Seville. Seville was 
strategically important due to being a 
port but also far enough away from the 
coast to make it secure and easier to 
defend. As part of the cities defence a 
large chain ran from the tower under 
water across the river to prevent enemy 
ships from sailing through.

Seville offers many fabulous attractions. 
In addition to those described above 
there is bull ring, two la Liga football 
teams Sevilla and Real Betis, tapas  
bars everywhere, sherry, Flamenco and 
much more. 

We returned to the UK on Friday 6 
March just as Madrid was closing 
schools and going into lockdown. We 
did not see any signs of what was to 
come while we were in Seville but we 
were extremely fortunate. We all know 
what has unfolded since then. But when 
things do get back to normal, as they 
surely will, Seville will be back on the list 
of European city breaks and one that we 
would certainly recommend.

Jim McCluskey

SEVILLE



Feature | Hidden talents

WE HAVE BEEN THROUGH AND ARE STILL EXPERIENCING SUCH 
LIFE CHANGING COMPLICATIONS DUE TO THIS PANDEMIC. 

Hidden talents
NOTES FROM A NATURE LOVER

If you watched the likes of BBC’s Countryfile 
and Springwatch or any daily news or online 
blogs during the lockdown you would have 
heard repeated praise and encouragement 
about the benefits of the natural world on 
both our physical and mental health. 

I hope that everyone has managed to get 
outside for their exercise walks and into 
their gardens with a new found love of 
nature and attention to what has always 
been there but which we seemed to have 
taken for granted for so long.

I have photographed wildlife for the past 
12 years and both as an SQS and Area 
Surveyor with Kier Construction London 
found many wild places to visit nearby to my 
construction sites. These allowed me to ‘get 
away’ from the workplace for a while and 
lose myself in a different world, returning 
again with a renewed vigour or a ‘different 
take’ on particular problems that we were 
encountering at the time.

By the time you read this we will be in the 
middle of summer with all that this brings; 
our beautiful butterflies and daytime flying 
moths fluttering around us, or the exquisite 
damselflies and dragonflies hovering and 
looking for a meal or a mate in their short 
time as an adult on the wing.
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These fascinate me and the closer you look 
at them the more incredible they become.

I took advantage of my lockdown exercise 
walk by walking along the local River Crouch 
on a daily basis and spotted species I had 
never seen there before like Whimbrel, 
Greenshank, Common Sandpiper, Red Eyed 
Damselfly, Lesser Whitethroat and Grass 
Snakes to name a few! I hope you have had 
similar experiences in your local patches.

There has been a lot of talk in the 
press about our Government, indeed all 
Governments, to take a post pandemic 
opportunity to re-green our world, to give 
more protection to our natural spaces and 
wildlife and amend our ways of living with 
greener energy and less pollution. I hope 
we don’t miss this opportunity and that our 
legacy to our Grandchildren is a world where 
they can still enjoy the countryside and our 
wild places, full and thriving with all the 
incredible wildlife that we are currently able 
to enjoy if only we want too!

Please look out for some of these beauties 
as you get to enjoy your time outside.

Hidden talents | Feature

BY STEVE JELLETT
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Events | Royal Opera House tour and lunch at Sarastro

12
March ‘20

ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 
TOUR and lunch at 
Sarastro

Thirty Two members met for an organised tour of The Royal 
Opera House (ROH), Covent Garden and afterwards lunch at 
Sarastro, Covent Garden’s world famous theatrical restaurant. 

It had originally been intended to be a back stage tour but due 
to Coronavirus the ROH organised a front of House Tour, plus 
videos and a talk on behind the scene activities. Our guides 
were representatives from the ROH who were excellent and 
most informative. Everyone considered we ended up having 
two tours in one. Additionally, we were able to witness part of 
a rehearsal for the opera, La traviata.

The ROH is an Opera House and a major performing arts 
venue in Covent Garden in Central London. The large building 
is often referred to as simply ‘Covent Garden’ after a previous 
use of the site. First constructed in 1732 it is the home of  
The Royal Opera, The Royal Ballet and the Orchestra of The 
Royal Opera House. Originally called the Theatre Royal, it 
served primarily as a playhouse for the first hundred years  
of its history.

In 1734 the first ballet was presented and a year later 
Handel’s first season of operas began.

The current building is the third on the site following 
disastrous fires in 1808 and 1856. The façade, foyer and 
auditorium date from 1858 but almost every other element 
of the present complex dates from the 1990’s. With four tiers 
of boxes and balconies and the amphitheatre gallery it is 
the third largest theatre London. The main auditorium seats 
2,256 people and is a Grade 1 listed building.

During the First World War the theatre was requisitioned by 
The Ministry of Works for use as a furniture repository. During 
the Second War it became a Mecca Dance Hall.

The Royal Opera House proved to be an interesting and 
exciting place to visit and was thoroughly enjoyed by all the 
Fellowship Members.

After a short walk from the ROH we all arrived at Sarastro 
Restaurant in good spirit to enjoy a delicious Mediterranean 
cuisine in a truly extraordinary setting.

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the memories of The Royal 
Opera House visit, the Sarastro experience, an enjoyable  
meal and our jovial and entertaining coach driver.

Chris Oats

Fellowship Committee | Contacts
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Change of address
Please remember to always 
notify us when you have a 

change of address

John Abbott

07768 467976 
john@bythorne.co.uk

Geoff Brown

07502 582950 / 01353 648 110 
geoffbrown42@sky.com 

Alan Cope

John SprayChris Oats

Jim McCluskey

Fellowship 
Committee
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Events | Happy days...
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Happy days...

Audley End, 2018

Freemason’s Hall, 2017 Kensington Palace, 2017

RHS Hyde Hall, 2018

Christmas Lunch, Little Channels, 2019

Hyde Hall, 2018

Kensington Palace, 2017

Summer Lunch, Mulberry House, 2019 Faversham and Whitstable 2018

Ice pick at the ready, 2018

National Stud, Newmarket, 2017

Syon House, 2017


