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EVENT PROGRAMME FOR 2017

Date Event Cost

Wednesday 26 July
Tour of Freemason’s Grand Temple  
plus lunch

£25.00pp

Wednesday 16 August Hog Roast lunch at Buckhurst Hill CC £15.00pp

Wednesday 13 September
Kensington Palace and Gardens  
with guide

£28.50pp

Thursday 14 September National Golf Day at St. Neots GC £41.00pp

Wednesday 4 October
Waddesdon Manor and Gardens  
with tour

£30.00pp (note: National 
Trust members £16)

Wednesday 15 November Thursford Christmas Spectacular Show £46.00pp

Thursday 7 December Christmas lunch at Little Channels GC £21.00pp

February 2018 Lunch with a speaker £TBC

March 2018 Theatre trip £TBC

There may still be places available for these events so even if you did not express an interest in 
response to the initial Events Letter sent out in January you may still apply to the organiser in 
order to join an event. Places subject to availability.

Welcome to the 19th issue of 
The Fellowship News magazine.

Without your interest and support 
this magazine cannot exist. As 
much feedback as possible is 
always welcomed and can be 
directed to your new editor, Jim 
McCluskey. All feedback will be 
taken into consideration when 
designing the next issue  
of the Fellowship News. 

I hope you all enjoy this edition.  
With best wishes,  
Andrea Lorraine Designs

Cover picture: Tempsford 
Hall Garden Party: see pages 
10 and 11. 
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Editor’s notes
We have a bumper edition for this summer which I hope you 
will enjoy reading. Of particular interest is a profile of Jack 
Thompson who recently celebrated his 90th birthday and who 
is well known to many of our members and to many members 
in other areas.

We also have an introduction to John Abbott, who is taking  
over from me as chairman of the organising committee and to our designated 
directors for London and Eastern who are our link to the company.

Finally, as this is the last time I will be editing this magazine I am delighted to 
introduce to you Jim McCluskey as the new editor, who many of you already know and 
have worked with in the past.

As retiring chairman and editor, I would like to thank all those past and current 
committee members who have supported me over the past 13 years and to wish  
both John and Jim every success in the future of the Loughton and Witham area of  
the Fellowship.

John Simson

Editor’s notes | Introduction

15
January ‘18 

Features for the next edition of  
the Fellowship News! 
Please send all features to  
Jim McCluskey by no later than the 
above date. Many thanks!

I would like to 
thank John for his 
contributions to 
the Newsletter over 
many years and I 
hope I can maintain 
the high standard 
set. This Newsletter 
is for the benefit of 
the membership to be informed of events 
and activities and also keep in touch with 
each other. I hope that we can continue 
to engage with you all. With this in mind, I 
would encourage anyone with an interesting 
hobby, special occasion or story to tell, to 
please contribute articles and photographs 
to help to inform, entertain and keep up the 
contact with fellow members.

Jim McCluskey
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Mulberry House belated 
ValentinesLunch

Events | Mulberry House belated Valentines Lunch | Stepping Out

For those who have not visited the House 
before it is a very substantial Georgian 
house built in 1767 for the local squire 
Edward Earle set in 22 acres of attractively 
landscaped gardens and surrounding fields. 
It became a rectory for over 180 years and 
after several corporate owners is now owned 
and run by the Nationwide Christian Trust.

Our group of 75 members and guests joined 
a lunch time special event and enjoyed a 
three course lunch accompanied by a group 
of young jazz musicians all studying for their 
masters degrees.

A very pleasant few hours catching up with 
friends and colleagues in a new venue for  
the Fellowship.

John Simson

15
February ‘17

Stepping Out
On Thursday 23 March 2017, 35 members 
attended the West End production at the 
Vaudeville Theatre to see Richard Harris’s 
production of ‘Stepping Out’ staring 
Amanda Holden, Tracy-Ann Oberman and 
Nicola Stephenson. Set in a small hall an 
amateur Tap Dance group work on a routine 
for a local festival. The lively dialogue 
really makes this an excellent production. 
Everyone returning home tapping their feet!

Theresa Walstow
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Spring Buffet | Events

6
April ‘17

This is always a great opportunity for 
members to meet old friends and to make 
new ones and it was good to see so many 
people mixing and enjoying themselves  
in a relaxed atmosphere.

All in all a very good afternoon.

Geoff Brown

Our Spring Buffet was held as usual at the 
Metropolitan Police Chigwell Sports Club 
and was attended by 87 members and  
their guests.

Everyone enjoyed a very good and a plentiful 
buffet washed down with a little beverage. 
Numbers were down a little on previous 
years, possibly due to the Easter holidays, 
or perhaps not being aware of the free bar! 
Remember for next year.

We were delighted that Richard Bysouth, 
newly appointed Fellowship Designated 
Director (Loughton), found time to pop in 
and have a chat with the members.

Harold Thompson, a Trustee of the 
Fellowship and John Abbott, our new  
branch chairman designate, were also  
in attendance.

Among the many familiar faces were  
Pip Pitts and his wife Peggy who was 
celebrating her 85th birthday. John Spray 
presented Peggy with a rather lovely 
bouquet of flowers to mark this  
special occasion.

During the afternoon a raffle was held and 
raised £170 for the Alzheimers Society 
which is the Kier Group nominated  
charity this year.

Spring  
Buffet

Peggy Pitts being presented flowers for her 85th birthday.
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Events | Syon House and gardens

Our coach journey to Syon House was 
delayed by an accident and so the coffee 
and pastries on arrival were very welcome 
and fortified our party of 35 before the tour 
of the House. We had two guides who were 
both extremely knowledgeable and eager to 
explain the long history of the site.

Syon House is built on the site of a late 
medieval abbey and is the London home 
of the Duke of Northumberland and has 
been in the Percy family for over 400 years. 
The house boasts one of the finest Robert 
Adam interiors in the country and has a 
magnificent collection of paintings and 
furniture. It is set in 200 acres of parkland 
and Capability Brown designed the gardens 
which includes the Great Conservatory 
which was added in the 1820’s and 
designed by Charles Fowler. It was the first 

Syon House and gardens

27
April ‘17

large conservatory to be built largely of cast 
metal and glass and has featured in many 
films during the recent years.

Our tour of the house finished later than 
planned and so our lunch in the garden 
centre was very welcome and everybody 
enjoyed their choice of meal which had been 
ordered several months previously.

In the afternoon we were free to explore the 
house and gardens and several of us found 
the Great Conservatory and the nearby lake 
before returning to our coach for our journey 
back to Chigwell.

It was a very interesting day with excellent 
guides, good food and enjoyed by all in spite 
of the long journey round the M25.

John Simson
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Area Golf Day | Events

Area Golf Day
11
May ‘17

Our venue this year was Warley Park Golf Club, Brentwood and our 
twelve members were joined by four guests for the day. The course 
was in excellent condition and proved to be a good test of golf for all 
including the low handicappers.

After an enjoyable game 
which included some testing 
drives over the lake, the 
score cards were marked 
by Brian Painter and the 
winners for the guests and 
members announced after 
our meal and drinks and the 
inevitable stories of good 
and bad shots. 

Our member’s winner was 
Neil Meixner with 34 points, 
the front nine was won by 
John Simson on count back 
from Gary Barnes and the 
back nine by Ted Staples. 
Nearest the pin was won 

John Simson presents the Winner’s Cup to 
Neil Meixner Ted Staples, winner of the back nine Dennis Charlton, winner of the longest drive

by one of our guests Nigel 
Anderson and the longest 
drive by our member  
Dennis Charlton.

Our guest overall winner was 
Peter Webster from Frinton 
GC, the front nine was won 
by Alan Keyte from Frinton 
GC and the back nine by 
Tony Barnes from Three 
Rivers GC.

Another good day’s golf 
played in good weather and 
good humour.

John Simson
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Events | National stud / Newmarket Races

Over 37 members and guests met at the Metropolitan 
Police Sports ground to board our coach to take us to the 
National Stud at Newmarket. On arrival we met several 
other members who had made their own way and who 
joined us for a coffee before our guide joined us for the tour 
of the stud. Our coach drove around several of the fields 
containing the mares and their new foals or in some cases 
their one-year-olds and we were able to view these at close 
quarters. Unfortunately, the weather soon changed and 
for the remainder of the tour it rained, which prevented 
us from leaving the coach to visit the Stallion Station and 
the breeding sheds. We were able to view these from the 
comfort of the coach and the guide provided us with a very 
informative and entertaining commentary including the 
intimate workings of the ‘honeymoon suite’ where a quick 
visit can cost a six figure sum.

National stud /  
Newmarket Races 19

May ‘17

At the end of the tour 
we had ample time for a 
two course lunch in the 
Studs Restaurant, before 
proceeding to the Rowley 
Mile Course for an  
afternoon of racing.

Although the rain stopped it 
was rather cold and blustery 
on course so most members 
enjoyed the comfort and 
hospitality of the main stand 
where it was very easy to 
have a punt and be parted 
from their money. Apart 
from Lynn, John and Pat 
(pictured above) not too 
many members went home 
with heavier pockets than 
they set out with.

Despite the weather I do 
believe that members 
enjoyed the day.

Geoff Brown
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Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway | Events

On the hottest day recorded in 
June, 48 members travelled 
to the Cinque Port of Hythe. 
Despite serious traffic delays, 
we arrived at Hythe Station 
with ten minutes to spare 
to board the Romney, Hythe 
& Dymchurch Railway for a 
thirteen and half mile journey 
to Dungeness, a National 
Reserve, and one of the 
largest shingle landscapes in the world. We 
joined the third full size train with a steam 
engine, named Winston Churchill, which was in 
immaculate condition, and likewise the open 
and closed carriages, running on a 15 inch 
gauge track. Our journey passed through the 
Kent Countryside, bathed in brilliant sunshine, 
with all manner of wildlife, flora, medieval 
churches, iconic lighthouses, a power station 
and even a herd of Lamas. On our arrival at 
Dungeness Station, we had a most enjoyable 
fish and chip lunch at The Light Railway Café 
and an opportunity to relax and chat with 
fellow members and have a brief look around 
Dungeness, as well as indulging in an ice  
cream to keep us cool, before making our 
return journey to Hythe Station and coach trip 
back to Chigwell.

Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway, Kent

21
June ‘17

The Romney, Hythe & Dymchurch Railway was 
opened on the 16 July 1927 by it’s owner Jack 
Howey. The Railway was taken over by the 
military during World War 11 and a miniature 
armoured train used the line. It was also used 

extensively in the construction of PLUTO (Pipe 
Line Under The Ocean), intended to supply fuel 
to the Allied forces after the D-Day Normandy 
landings. Considerable damage was caused 
to the track during this period and it was re- 
opened in 1947 with an opening ceremony 
by Laurel and Hardy. The Romney, Hythe & 
Dymchurch Railway Association was formed in 
1967, one of the benefactors being Sir William 
McAlpine, and much investment took place, 
and the Association has become a significant 
contributor to the railways continuance and 
refurbishment. Operated and maintained by 
paid, and voluntary staff to this day.

The railway has featured in several television 
and radio shows and carries 150,000 
passengers each year. All ten original steam 
locomotives remain in service, each covering  
up to 10,000 miles per year.

Although the members were to say the least 
somewhat weary after our return to Chigwell, 
due to the very hot weather, everyone found  
the trip interesting, and thoroughly enjoyed  
the outing.

Chris Oats

ST MARY’S BAY

Greatstone 
on Sea

Pilot Halt

Lade Halt

Burmash 
Road

Botolphs 
Bridge

DYMCHURCH

ROMNEY SANDS

NEW ROMNEY

DUNGENESS

HYTHE
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Events | Tempsford Garden Party

This year was the 20th garden party to be 
held since the Fellowship was formed in 
1998 and once again the weather was kind 
and we were able to enjoy drinks before our 
lunch both outside and inside the marquee.

Over 220 members from across all areas of 
the Fellowship travelled to Tempsford and 
our group of 36 were able to meet with past 
colleagues from other areas to catch up on 
all the latest news.

This year’s format was similar to past 
years and after an enjoyable lunch, Hadyn 
Mursell, the chief executive officer of Kier 
Group, spoke about the progress of the 
company over the past twelve months 
and of particular interest to all pensioners 
announced that a recent agreement with 
the Pension Scheme trustees committed 
the company to significant contributions 
over the next few years to safeguard future 
pension payments.

Neil Meixner, the Fellowship chairman 
and one of our members, thanked Hadyn 
for the companies continued support of 
the Fellowship and announced this year’s 
winner of The Chairman’s Awards.

The ‘Most Improved Area’ prize went to 
Maple Cross area and I am delighted to 
say that the Loughton/Witham area was 
awarded the ‘Best Performing Area’ prize. 
Geoff Brown and I were presented with a 
bottle of champagne which will be shared 
with our other committee members at our 
next meeting.

Tempsford  
Garden Party 25

June ‘17

An enjoyable and 
successful day.
John Simson



11Fellowship News | Loughton & Witham area | Issue 19 | Summer 2017

Tempsford Garden Party | Events
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Feature | Jack Thompson at 90

JACK THOMPSON  
AT 90
AN INTERVIEW BY  
JIM MCCLUSKEY

EARLY YEARS
Jacob Bowman Thompson (known to all as Jack) was 
born in Ashington, Northumberland on 2 June 1927. His 
formative years were spent at Morpeth School where 
Jack excelled academically and also enjoyed his sport, 
particularly cross country running, rugby and cricket, 
which became a lifelong passion. He is still the treasurer 
of the southern region of the ‘Old Boys’ and attends 
the annual lunch at the aptly named Morpeth Arms in 
Millbank together with former pupils from around the 
country and beyond. Although Jack has lived in London 
since 1953 and has worked all over the UK and abroad 
he has always retained an affinity for his native North 
East. The first football result he looks for is for Berwick 
Rangers (Scottish division 2), closely followed by 
Newcastle United.

At the age of 17 Jack left school and took a place at 
Durham University where he would go on to obtain a BSc 
in civil engineering. It was at this time that an attractive 
looking girl caught Jack’s eye. He found out her name 
was Jean and he was smitten from the moment he met 
her. The feeling was mutual and they went on to marry 
in 1951. This long and loving relationship that continued 
until Jean’s death in 1998.

Jean and Jack attending a Kier lunch in the Park Lane Hotel

NATIONAL SERVICE
It was while at university that Jack was approached by a 
couple of officers from the RAF with a view to joining the 
university Air Squadron. Jack was more than keen and 
was able to learn to fly while continuing with his studies. 
On leaving university, Jack, like everyone of his age, was 
required to do National Service. His preference was to 
join the RAF but he had to spend a period of six months 
in the army prior to this. He was sent to Munsterlager in 
Germany to carry out surveying and set out trig points. 
During the course of 1947 Jack returned to the UK to 
join the RAF and was sent to Spitalgate (near Grantham) 
to be trained as a fighter pilot following which he joined 
603 Squadron (Edinburgh). 

MOSS
When his three years of National Service was completed 
in 1951, Jack applied for a job with Moss Construction 
in their Newcastle office. He was interviewed by Harrold 
Gibbard and taken on as a setting out engineer initially 
working in the shipyards along the Scotswood Road.

Two years later he moved to London to work on the 
Lea Valley tunnel running from Edmonton to Ponders 
End. It was on this project that Jack first met Bob (WR) 
Hare and they would go on to work on subsequent 
projects together. This two-year project extended to 
four years and, so it was in 1957 that Jack began his 
next tunnelling project for the Hatfield Development 
Corporation to provide the drainage infrastructure for 
the Barnet bypass prior to the construction of the  
M1 motorway.

 In 1958 Jack was promoted to become site agent on 
the Mogden Sewage Treatment Works in Isleworth. 
Jean was very pleased, not just for because of Jack’s 
promotion but because he came home every night. 

W.C. FRENCH
In 1962 Jack teamed up with Bob Hare again on the 
North Circular Road at Staples Corner for WC French. 

Diddington Dam near Huntingdon was the next big 
project for Jack and it was a ‘big’ project. Bob Hare 

Jack takes to the sky in a Spitfire
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Jack Thompson at 90 | Feature

was the contracts manager and Jack the site agent. 
The dam formed the reservoir now known as Grafham 
Water from the river Ouse and was required to supply 
water to the new town of Milton Keynes. A tunnel 
was constructed under the dam to take water via the 
pumping station to the treatment works. This was a 
massive civil engineering project requiring the number 
of workers based on-site being supplemented by 28 bus 
loads more than 24-hours a day, seven days a week. 
On completion after four years the project was formally 
opened by the Duke of Edinburgh. Jack had the privilege 
of escorting the Duke and other dignitaries around and 
in his forthright way the Duke expressed his surprise 
that the project was actually finished as most projects 
he had to open were not.

Jack’s birthday: a day out to an RAF airfield

The A1M at Durham was next up in 1966 as ‘Frenchie’s’ 
were building up to be one of the biggest road building 
and motorway constructors in the country. Other 
motorway projects followed generally involving advanced 
bridge building for the M4 and M6 motorways. The 
downside for Jack was that all this work meant living 
away from home. This was not a good situation for either 
Jack or Jean and so Jack managed to secure another 
tunnelling job from Copper Mills to Whipps Cross – a 
three-mile tunnel for treated water. More importantly 
this was almost on his doorstep. This was followed by 
four other local projects for the Metropolitan Water 
Board in Walthamstow.

The 1970’s brought about a huge change for Jack as he 
joined Kier International to work on a large tunnelling 
project in Papua New Guinea. It was here that Jack 
had a trainee engineer working for him; a young man 
called Paul Sheffield. I wonder what ever happened 
to him? Further tunnelling projects took Jack to Hong 
Kong and Costa Rica. There were further projects in 
Iraq on the Shatt Al Arab waterway and the Baghdad 
Highway – which never got paid for. Many years later, 
in the Tempsford car park, Jack met his namesake, Vic 

Thompson (no relation) who had been in charge of this 
project. Vic said to Jack: “I saw one of our bridges on TV 
last night. The RAF had blown the middle out of it.”

The 1980’s saw Jack working in Scotland. Based in 
the Glasgow office of F.J.C. Lilley (the Kier JV Partner) 
Jack was back working on the motorways. Further large 
projects in Scotland followed including the nuclear 
facility in Faslane, Coulport, Loch Long, Gareloch and 
Lossiemouth. Jean was able to re-join Jack and they 
lived in Helensburgh for a while.

In 1987 Jack retired (or so he thought). After Jean 
died, he was invited to do some estimating work for 
Kier Eastern in the Romford office. He was there on the 
day when the office was attacked by the three armed 
robbers. This second career developed into working for 
Kier London and Kier Southern up until 2007.

Jack has been a lifelong cricket fan and a member of 
the Cricket Society since 1947. Although he does not 
attend matches now he does attend the Society dinners 
held twice yearly. A dedicated church goer Jack is on 
his local parish committee and served as caretaker for 
many years. He still attends many church functions. He 
is a member of the Gideon Society and is the treasurer 
of the local branch. He is a member of two Probus Clubs 
and ‘does the books’ for the Enfield branch.

Jack has written several books on wartime airfields in 
the UK. His book entitled: “The Charterhall Story – a 
tribute to the wartime work of a border’s airfield” helped 
raise much of the funds required for the Charterhall 
Memorial which is dedicated in particular to Richard 
Hope Hillary and Kenneth Wilfred Young Fison, together 
with all of the air personnel who lost their lives while 
serving at Charterhall. The Memorial was officially 
opened by the Duke of Kent in 2001.

A remarkable and full-life in all the varied and 
worthwhile projects that he has been involved with. 

HRH Prince Philip meets the construction team

HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY, JACK –  
AND MANY MORE OF THEM!
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New appointments
Events | New appointments

Richard Bysouth... 
designated director for the 
Loughton office.

I joined Kier as an undergraduate 
in 1989 to work on the Coptic 
Street residential project in 
Holborn, London. Following a 
successful year on site I was 
sponsored for my final year at 
Salford University and re-joined Kier London as a graduate 
engineer in 1991. Since then I have worked on a variety of 
projects, spent a year in the design office at Tempsford Hall, 
become a chartered eivil engineer and in October 2012 
I became a director for Kier Construction London, with a 
specific role to grow a thriving education sector within London. 
I took on the SHE director role in June 2014 and I am still here 
enjoying every minute of it.
I am happily married to Delyth, a fellow chartered civil 
engineer who is responsible for track, rolling stock and signals 
Assett Assurance for London Underground. We have two 
young daughters, Zoë and Zara who keep us firmly rooted in a 
pinky purple world of dance, swimming, bike riding and music 
(including the drums).
I am delighted to be asked to become Kier Construction 
London’s point of contact with the Fellowship Trust and I look 
forwarding to seeing you all at events in the future.

Jim McCluskey... 
who will take over as editor of the 
newsletter from John Simson at 
the year end

I joined French Kier Construction 
in June 1986 having previously 
worked for Ashby & Horner.
Life in Kier was mainly in London 
although I have also moved 
around the regions working in other parts of the business 
including Kier Build, Kier Construction and Kier Sheffield. My 
last job in Kier London was contracts officer and I retired in 
November 2014. 
I am married to Chris and we have three grown up children 
and six grandchildren. My interests include fishing, watching 
football, horse racing, visiting art galleries and museums, 
reading and listening to music.
I am really looking forward to my role as editor of the 
Newsletter. I intend to continue to produce a lively and 
colourful newsletter to record our various events and activities 
and to keep members informed and entertained.

Mark Dady... 
designated director for the 
Witham office

Mark became managing director 
of Kier Construction Eastern in 
2015 with offices in Waterbeach, 
Rushden, Witham and Norwich. 
He is responsible, with the 
eastern region board, for all 
aspects of the business and are forecasting a revenue of 
£190m for 2016/17.
Mark began his Kier career as a trainee quantity surveyor and 
became the commercial director of Eastern in 2008. Prior 
to becoming managing director Mark also held the post of 
commercial director for the central area as well as eastern.
Mark is married to Maxine and they have two children, 
Jasmine and George. Mark is a keen rugby fan, member of  
the Fenland Wine Society and plays guitar and piano 
(although badly!).

John Abbott... 
who will take over as chairman of 
the committee from John Simson 
at the year end

I joined W&C French straight 
from school in 1974 when they 
sponsored me to go to University.
Initially I worked on a number 
of projects around the country 
including the Sullom Voe Oil terminal up in Shetland and 
Bexhill on Sea Bypass down in Sussex. I eventually came 
to the London area working at Barking Barrier and then 
St. Mary’s Hospital, Paddington. I retired from my role as a 
director with Kier Construction London last July.
I am married to Carol, who is still working for Kier, and 
between us we have four grown up children and three 
grandchildren. We enjoy Ballroom and Latin dancing  
and, since Christmas I have been learning to play the  
acoustic guitar.
I am looking forward to taking over the mantle from  
John Simpson and I will try to continue to the same high 
standards that he has set over the last few years.

Please welcome the following 
members to their new roles: 
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Obituaries | Events 

Obituaries
OUR DEEPEST 
SYMPATHIES TO THE 
FAMILIES OF THE 
FOLLOWING WHO HAVE 
PASSED AWAY...

Ken  
Bailey 25-Dec-16

Harry  
Burrell 27-Apr-17

John  
Clark 23-Mar-17

Ernest 
Gardner 17-Dec-16

Reg 
Hatchman 23-May-17

Colin  
John Riley 01-Feb-17

L G White 30-Mar-17

Colin John Riley was born in Epping  
on 12 March 1947, and sadly died on 
1 February 2017, just six weeks before 
his 70th birthday.

Colin was born with cerebral palsy 
which caused an inability to walk. His 
mum, Joan, insisted that Colin would 
have a normal education at the local 
school and not at a so called special 
school. He thrived and participated in 
almost every school activity and fitted in 
well with the other children.

Throughout his life Colin ensured that 
his disability did not define him. In 
early life he umpired family cricket 
games and even played wicket keeper. 
He played football using his sticks 
and enjoyed watching football with 
his brother, David, who also took him 
to White Hart Lane. Later in life he 
headed to Chelmsford to watch Essex 
play cricket. Surprisingly, as it was 
unbeknown to many who knew him, he 
also enjoyed a flutter on the horses. 
No doubt using his financial acumen to 
beat the bookies.

Colin’s determination and 
independence served him well. He 
joined W &C French Ltd at Buckhurst 
Hill and trained as a bookkeeper 
working under Colin Busby. When the 
regional companies were being formed 
in 1986, Martin Scarth chose Colin 
to be his finance director at French 
Kier London. Colin was a key part of 
the London team that was the best 
performing Kier Regional company 
over the next decade. Colin put in an 
amazing amount of time and effort. 
Martin remembers that the team 
sometimes had early morning meetings 
on the fourth floor of buildings with 
no lifts, or late night conferences in 
basements, but Colin would always 

get himself there. Martin recalls that: 
“Colin taught us to believe that by 
diligent and unwavering effort one 
could achieve significant results. His 
physical limitations did not prevent Colin 
from achieving things on his own and 
also contributing to the success of the 
business. Colin showed us by example 
what one could do if one ever really 
wanted something to happen.” 

Neil Meixner recalls Colin’s common 
sense, practicality, work ethic and  
belief that diligence and effort would 
bring significant results. Both Martin 
and Neil remember having some 
constructive differences of opinion with 
Colin over their years working together 
as Colin would argue his case and  
stand his ground. 

Away from work, his family remember 
his kindness, generosity and willingness 
to help others. 

After retirement Colin used to meet with 
Pearl and John Yates, Rita Binning, John 
Spray, Jack Thompson, Terry Tatham, 
Geoff Brown and other friends every 
month for lunch at the Royal Forest 
Hotel in Chingford, and he particularly 
enjoyed going on cruise holidays with 
some of the gang. 

Colin’s love of cricket continued until 
the end. He was a member of the 
Cricket Society and joined friends at the 
spring and autumn dinner hosted by 
Jack Thompson.

It is testament to Colin that so many 
family, friends and colleagues attended 
his funeral and took part in the 
celebration of an inspirational and 
exceptional life. He will be missed by  
all who knew him. 

Jim McCluskey

An appreciation of 
Colin Riley



Please note | Contacts | Committee members

Fellowship Committee
Here are your Committee members

Contacts
Change of address

VERY IMPORTANT
Please remember to always notify us  
when you have a change of address.

Alan Cope John Spray Theresa Walstow

Chris Oats Trevor Franklin Derek Bryant John Abbott

John Simson 
07729 933 867 
01277 233 688 
johnsimson@live.co.uk

Geoff Brown 
07958 957 212 
01353 648 110 
geoffbrown42@sky.com 

Jim McCluskey 
07746 463902 

jimbo52.mc@hotmail.co.uk
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